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I'S now three Years ſince you and I had a ſe- 
rious Diſcourſe concerning the rife and pro- 
greſs of Deiſm: which is an Opinion of late 
Years crept into Ezgl/and, tho not 1o widely 
{pread here as 1n other parts of Ezrope. I well remember 
we were both agreed, that there was no ſhadow of Rea- 
{on why any one ſhould ſuſpect the Gope/s of Forgery, 
ſince the matter contain'd in them harh not the leaſt "As 
vour of any worldly Intereſt, or indirect Deſign, but all 

the Lines of them do only center in the higheſt Improve- 
ment Humane Nature is capable of.So that in conformity 
; every Man may take great comfort in himſelf, and all 
| A 2 Man- 
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Mankind live well with one another. Beſides, the Preach- 
ers of this excellent Doctrine had ar firſt all the Dilcou- 
ragements which an irreligious and 1dolatrous Age could 
rive them, (as is confeſſed by their Enemies) infomuch 
that nothing but their own perſonal full Conviction of the 


'i'ruths they proteſſed could engage them to Preach em ; 


: od the intrinfick Goodneſs of the Law of Chri#, was ſuf- 
{;:ient to gain mens hearts, after Mzracles had born down 
t1eir Prejudices, and gain'd their ſerious Attention. In 
t,e, you and I could ſee no realon to doubr of the Truth 
of any matter of Fatt contain'd in the Goſpels, which re- 
jicethe miraculous Birth, Late, Death, Reſurrection and 
Alcenlion of Jeſus Chri#t ; but what would oblige us to 
deny the truth of all Hiſtory whatſoever. And from 
theſe Conliderations laid together, we concluded that the 
1>oQArine of our Lord Jeſus Chriit was undoubtedly ſeat 
to us by God. 

This {t:ll made it appear more i{trange'to us both, haw 
D#ISM (which 1s a denial of all reveal'd Religion) 
ihould creep in upon us where the Scrzptares are made 10 
publick, and where ſo many Learned "Treaties are writ- 
12, Which fo {trongly aſſert their Authority to be Divine. 


| confeſs, I was as delirous to know upon what Grounds. 


en rejected the Gofpel, as you your ſelt were, and there- 
{re T willingly undertook the 'Task you laid on me, wvzz. 
{'0 colle&t and put together thoſe Motives whereby ſome 


112d been induced to lay afide all Revelation. For which 


Performance I was the fitter, becaule it doth not require 
any Learning and ſtrength of Wit, but only Obſervarion, 
and Inquiry, which I might calily make, becauſe of the 
numerous Acquaintance I have contracted in Town, 
where ( you know ) I ſpend the Winter, and in the Coun- 


try, where I beſtow my Summer Vilits. But all I ſhall 
doin this matter, 1s barely to give you a Relation of thoſe 


Preju- 
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Prejudices, and ( as I think) falſe Reaſonings, which 


have drawn {ome of my Acquaintance from Revelation 
to DEIS). 2 

1. Now, firſt I have obitrvei, that ſome who pre- 
bend themſelves Des, are Mza of loole and lfeniual 
Lives;andI make no wonder that rhey diſlike the Corit11 
Doctrine of Selt-denial; and the ſevere threatnings agarinit 
witul Sinners, You may be fure they will not alledge 
tits Reaſon : Burt having read Spimofz and Hobbes, and 
Deen taught to laugh at the ſtory oi Bazlam's Als, and 
Sampſor's Locks ; they proceed to ridicule the reality of 
all Miracle and Revlation, I have converſed wirh ſeve- 
ral of this Temper, but could never get any of 'em feri- 
ous enough to debate the reality of Reve/atzon : But a 
witty Jelt and Cother Glaſs puts an end to all turcher 
Conlideration, 'Fhele are meer Sceptzcs, and practical 
Athei#ts, rather than real Dez#s, 

2. But there are otter, who, although they have not 
a due regard to Revelation, are Men of Soortety and Pro- 
bity, who with great ftrecdom have, let me into their 
Thoughts, whereby I can very cleatly and fully ( as I 
think at leaſt) diſcern the rite and progrels of this their 
Opinion, which 1s this ; 

I. In the time of King Charles the Firſt, ( which con- 
fineth my longeſt acquaintance with Men) "twas uſual 


for Gentlemen to lend their Sons abroad into Iraly, Spain, 


France, Germany, @&c. to accompliſh themſelves by 'Tra- 
ve!.. But left they ſhould bz prevail'd upon to change 
their Rel:gion, care was taken that their Tutor or Go- 
vernour, who travelled with 'em, ſhould {hew them 
the Idolatry and Superltition of the Roman Religior : 
and alſo let 'em in to ſee that Popery 1n all its Branches 


was only a device of the Prieſthood, to carry on a par- ' 


ticular Intereſt of their own ; to encreale their Wealth, 
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Honours, and Power over the Lay-people ; to exalt 
the Head of their Order above all the Crowned Heads 
in the World, and equal. one whole Order of their Cler- 
oy, viz, the Cardinals, to the Princes: of Chri/tendom. 
Nay, fince all People were obliged to make their Cog- 
leſions to, and receive their Ablolution from the Pree#, 
the mcaneft of which Order could create a God tor the 
People's Worſhip; *tis plain, that their Religion was 
calculated for thz Profit, Power and Honour of the 
whole Order of the Prieſthood 1n this World, what- 
locver advantages they might find by it in the other. 
Now the Young Gentleman being threughly convin- 
ced or this Holy Cheat, returneth to Old Exglazd ; 
where he meets with very zealous Conteſts about Re- 
ligion (as was pretended ) between the Cherch of Exg- 
lzad, headed by Arch-Biſhop Lauda on the one part, 
and the Pre«byterian Kzrk on the other; and having 
carelully read the Debate (as it appeared in the Prints) 
. on both {ides, with thoſe very Eyes which he had ſo 
lacely cleared up in 1taly or France, he could not tor- 
bear to ſec that bAth theſe Proteſtant Parties, under the 
pictence of Religion, were only graſping at Power, and 
{jar the Controverſy at bottom, was not who's Relt- 
gion was belt, but only what Sect of the Clergy ſhould 
make the beft Marker of the meer Lay-mea. And as 
1115 Young Gentleman had before reſolved with him- 
':If not to become a Property to the Popiſh Prieſthood, 
n9 longer now zi he be ſuch to the Proteffant Clergy 
07 any Denomination, fince both purſue the ſame Ends. 
He perceiveth that our Proteftaut High-Prieits do. all 
Ot tliem rival the Sovereign Power ; the Biſhop's Houle 
iixe that of the Kzz, muſt be called his Palace, 
12 mult {till keep up his claim to the iter and Cro- 
er, to vie with the Crown and Scepier; and as my 
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Stile of the King's Courts is 4-0 Regpi noſtri, 1. e, In 
the Year of our Reign : So that of the Biſhop's Court 
is Anno Conſecrationis noſtre, 1. e, In the Year of our. 
Conſecration ; the Year of the King's Reign being un- 
known in the Biſhop's Court : The King ſpeaking to the 
People doth uſually call *em- his Loving Subjects; the 
Biſhop doth not make himſelf lo familiar , but ftileth 
the People of his Dzoceſe barely his Subjects, Fari/a7- 
CFiont noſtre ſubditos : The King is Inthroxed, and the 
Arch-Biſhop Inthronized; both derive their Power from 
a Divine Right;, but the Biſhop is the. higher Power, 
becauſe by the'Principles of Epilcopacy he can Excom- 
municate the King, 7. e. forbid him the very Conver- 
{arion of his Subjects, and thereby render them unca- 
pable to make good their Oath of Allegiance, in yield- 
ing their Aid and Affiltance. 

Nor do's he find that the Presbytery claims any infe- 
rior Powers ; each Party alledge Scriptares and Fathers 
on their ſide ; and for ought I can ſee, (ſays this Gen- 
tleman ) they are all in the right. Through an exceſs of 
Prejudice thus occaſion'd, -he makes a further ſtep to- 
wards:Dei/m, and Reaſons after this manner : *Tis not 
impoſſible ( continues he ) that the ancient Clergy.might 
be poſleſs'd with the ſame Spirit of Pride, which has pre- 
vaild over the modern. It thoſe Writings, which they 
call Holy Scriptures are of their {ide, as they all ſay 
they are, I make no doubt but they were of their 
own inventing ; and if Feſ#s Chri## their Patron, laid 
the Foundation ' of thoſe Powers, which both Popiſþ. 
and Proteſtant Clergy claim to themſelves from under 
him, I think the old Romans did him right in puniſh- 
ing him with the death of a Slave. After this man-- 
ner I have heard it ſaid of late, by another of the 
{ame Conſtitution, that as the Church of Rowe-was a. 
mo- 
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modelled FaQion againlt all other Chriſtians, ſo was 
the Church of Ez2/and, by Law Eſtabliſhed, againſt 
all other Proteſtants, who were by Law excluded from 
every Office of Profit and Truſt ; who were made ſubject 
to the Piques and Malice of every Church-man, and be- 
came a conltant Revenue to Apparitors and Spiritual 
Catch-poles. And though at preſent there be a Tolera- 


mation by Law granted, yet *tis ſtill oppoſed by the Spi- - 


rit of the Church, as appears by Sermons Preached at 
Vilitations, and the conſtant ordinary Niſcourles of 
the C/erzy, in which the Church of England 15 always 
repreſented, as at this time, in greater danger than ever 
it was; though I ſhould think the danger had been as 
oreat in King James's Time: And notwithſtanding the 


T'oleration (ſaid he) no Man can enjoy a place of 
Profit or Truſt, though he. be ever ſo dytiful a Sub- . 


ject, and cyer ſo able or honeſt a Man, unleſs he hath 


a Conlcience by Law Eſtabliſhed : By which Church- : 


device Men are deprived of the Privileges of their Coun- 
try to which they are born, and for the diſcharge where- 
of they never did 1n any reſpect incapacitate themſelves; 
and hereby it comes to paſs, that the Nation cannot 
act vigoroutly in 1ts own defence, being debarr'd the 
Uſe of one Moiety of it felt; and notwithſtanding this, 
they have the Conhdence to tell us Lay-men, that we 
ought tolove our Neighbours as our ſelves. Now if this 

be the way of the Chriſtians, (concluded he) let m 

Soul be with the P-zlofophers. 2, 
2. And this brings to my Thoughts what another 
Der#t {aid jeſtingly to me, v/z. That ſince I'was a Chri- 
jtian, *ewas lucky tor me that I was of the Biſhop's 
Church ; tor though you were ever ſo Loyal (ſaid he) 
to the King, yet 1t you did not pay as dutiful an Alle- 
giance to the Biſhops, you could not hold 0 Place you 
now 
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now enjoy-; for as certain as the Croff is above the 


Crows, 1oſure a thing 1s it, that the Biſhop will be above 
the Xzzg; which he undertook would appear to me if 
I looked back to King Charles's Reſtoration, or King 
Wiltam's Revolution. The Precbyterians, though they 

varrelled with Charles the Firit, yet became the loving 
Subjects of Charles the Second ; joined with the Epifco- 


palians in aſſiſting him to.the Throne, and made no 


ſcruple of Swearing their Allegiance to him, and own- 
ing his Supremacy. But after all this, the King was 
not able to ſupport theſe his Loving Subjects again(t 
the Power of the Biſhops, who in two Years time 
outed *'em of their Livelihoods, and after that, drove 
'em five Miles diſtance from all Market-Towns ; and 
at laſt the Acts made againl{t Paprits were extended 
to them. But ſince King W:{am's Revolution the 
Caſe is alter*d ; for the WP okire C/ergy, though turn d 


out of their Livings by Law, tor refuſing Allegiance 


to the King, yet from the Allegiance they bare to the Bi- 
ſhops, they find ſuch Favour from their Lordſhips, 
that if the Livings they loſe are :n the Biſhops gift, 
he ſhall preſent any Friend which the diſpoſſefled YJa- 
cobite ſhall recommend ; now what can be more by them 
deſired, than to enjoy the Profits of their Livings, and 
put in what Curate they pleaſe? And after all, that 
chey may enjoy the full Profits of their Livings, and 
ay their Curates another way, theſe Jacobites may 
hold their Conventicles where they pleaſe, nay, Preach 
ublickly and ſeditiouſly in an open Church near 
Cheap-ſiae, Lozdon, without the leaſt oftence to the Spi- 
ritual Power. And 1s it not plain (faid this Gentle- 
man) from all this , . that on this {ide the Water as 
well as on the other, the Clergies Zeal for their Com- 
M1Nn10N. 
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( 10 ) 
mnun:ion, Church and Religion, 1s only meant to ſup- 
port their own Party, Dominion and Empire ? 

}. Now the oldeſt Dei#s of my Acquaintance havy- 
ing conceiv'd ſo great a Prejudice againſt the Chri- 
{tian Faith, from the Behaviour of the Clergy, and 
having levened their Diſciples therewith, it has faPn 
out unhappiiy, that the late Revolution has by an- 
other way alſo confirmed them in this their Preju- 
dice. 

For the late happy Revolution, ( which came on 
tog ſoon, and was cut off too ſhort) though it was 
not ſo highly beneficial to us, as was by ſome expe- 
cted, was yet of very great Importance. But as there 
is nothing 1in this World ever ſo good, but what hath 
iome appending diladvantage ; ſo by meer Accident 
this Revolution, which has ſaved not only the Church 
of Exeland, but (as I hope) the whole Proteſtant Inte- 
reſt throughout the World, has wonderfully encreaſed 
Mens Prejudices againſt the Clergy, and 10 by falſe 
Conſequence ( ſuch as Men through Reſentment will 
make ) againſt the Truth of Religion 1t ſelf. The 
o!d Dezits tell thoſe of their Pupils, who never *ttra- 
velled abroad, that there is now no need of going 
over the Water to diſcover that the name Church fig- 
nifieth only a Self-izrereſted Party, and that the Clergy 
have no Godlineſs but Gain. Have you not ( ſay they) 
{or many Years together heard ' them Preach up the 
Divine Right, and indeteizable Authority of _ 
together with Paſſive Obeazerce, as the chief diſtinguiſh-. 
ing DoQrines whereby their Church approved it ſelf 
Apoftolick beyond all other Churches ? Nay, were not 
the Doatrines of Loyalty to the Kine, inſiſted upon 
more than Faith ia Chriit? and yet when their par- 
ticular Interc{t required it, rheir Doctrine of Nox- 


Reſiſt ance 
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Reſiſtance was qualifty'd by Nox- Afitance, the whole 
Stream of Loyalty was turn'd from the King to thc 
Church, the indeteizable Right was ſuperſeded by a 
miraculous Conqueſt without Blood, the Oath of Al- 


legiance to the Divinely Righrfal King James has its. 


force allay'd by another Oath of the ſame Importance 
made to the de faio King William and Queen Mary, 
and all this 1s Sanctity'd by the name of the Church, 
2, e, their own Party and Intereſt, for the ſake where- 
of it 1s done. 'This 15 indeed keeping to the Text---- 
Rem rem quocunque modo rem. 


And the wretched Defence they make for this their 
Apoltacy (lay the Dei#s) maketh the matter worſe: 
For notwithſtanding King James is, as they will have 
it, Conquer'd ; and his Throne, which was declared 
vacant, 1s legally filled by one who by Act of Par- 
liament is declared our Rightful King; yet atter all 
this Dr. $ will reſerve a Right ro King Famer, 
though through Succeſs and Settlement he will allow 
a Right alſo to King William, And this Noti- 
on the Clergy generally adhere to, becauſe thereby 
they kill two or three Birds with one ſtoue. 1/. They 
preſerve to themſelves their ancient Right of giving 
Titles to Sovereignty. For though both King and 
Parliament have diſclaimed and damned the Conquett, 
yet the Clergy {till inſiſt upon it. 2/y. They make 
tair Weather with King James, by keeping his Title 
alive, and by till afferting his Right, open him a Door to 
recover his Poſſeſſion again, For what honeſt Chri- 
ſtian can oppoſe a Righttul King in regaining the Pof- 
ſeſſion of his Throne, which is kept trom him by a 
Succeſsful Uſurper ? and 3/y. They think they have 


obliged King William ſufhciently by the formality of 
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We. 


Cas) 
an Oath, and owning him in his Poſſeſſion. Put all 
this together and "twill prove, that 


IWVhbhen all the Argument is out, 


"Tis Intereft ſtill reſolves the doubt, 


Thus (cry they ): you plainly ſee, that your Church: 
1s nothing but a Party, to which whoſoever joineth. 
himſelt {hall find his Account thereby, notwithitand-. 
ing any Error, Hereſy, Immorality or Ditloyalty to. 
the preſent Government whatloever ; whilſt any other 
who is conformable to the Re«bricks and Canons, whole 
Learning and Morals are an Honour to his Gown, and 
who is truly dutiful ro his Majeſty, ſhall bs excluded 
from all thoſe benefits his Protefhon would entitle him 
tro, Thus the bold Aſſerters of. King Fames's Right 
enjoy ſome. of the beſt Preterments, and particular! 
Dr. S—— fits D of St. P—— whilſt honelt. 
Mr. Johaſoz is ſtarving upon Charity. 

The Church of England is a meer Party, (ſay they 
42ain) and has a Watch-word whereby they know. 
one another, which they can. vary upon occaſion. . 
NNon-Reſitance was the Word in King Charles's days. 
for though at that time you did conform to every 
tittle and ceremony, 1njoin'd by Rubrick and Canon, 
yet if you failed in the. Point of Noz-Reſiſtarce, you 
were a Phanatick' and Republicin, a Rebel, and what 
not? Now if this DoGtrine be contain'd in the Book 
of Homilics, as the Jacobzres ſay, *tis a Sacred Record 
of the Unjultice of fome of thoſe who concurred in. 
the late Revolution. 'The Shzboleth. of the Church 
now is King William's de fatto Title ; And no Contor-. 
mity to Homilies and Rubricks will make you owned. 
by the preſent Church, if you {hauld acknowledge the 


King, 


(23) 
fadto. Now 


King to be otlierwiſe ſaid than a meer «e ſao 


(ſay they) although we grant that Men will {ſubmic 
to the Government, upon their own particular Prin- 
ciples, and therefore 'tis reaſonable that the King ſhould 
admit the Obedience of his Subjets upon what Grounds 
they pleaſe, yet we know no Reaſon why the Chure!: 
{ſhould ſet up the de fafo, as the only Principle oi 
Obedience : And when the King had better Titles to 
his Crown, as the Conſent of the People in YParii- 
ment, and his Matrimonial Title with the Queen, yet 


he muſt be made to pay the greateſt price for the 
weakeſt and worſt of all Titles; and give Dr. S- 


Sixteen Hundred Pounds a Year, for a Defadoſhip 


only. 

You ſee, . Sir, that the Deii#s want not. Occaſions for 
their Prejudices, . how far {oever they are from having 
Reaſon 0' their ſide. And pray reſolve me, why mutt 
this falſe - Title be ſet up as *cwere. by the King's 
Conſent, to worm out the only true one? Why mult 
none be preferr'd to Church-Dignities, but ſuch who 
come in upon. this Title only? And thoſe who own 


the. King's. Right. upon the Conſent of the Peopte, be 


{till Iabouring under the Churcl!'s highelt diſpleafurc7aund 
poor Johnſon, a Man againft whom no Immorality was 


J 
ever objected, that is an Object even ot the Dezizs Com-. 


paſſion, be leſt to ſtarve tor the Cauſe ! Nay, tlizy 


have gone fo far upon the Strength ot Dr. S- — Con- 


vocation-Litle, in Oppoſition to that of Parhament, tat 


ſince the. good Queen is dead, and the Conſent of the 


People, according to. them, nuil and void ; they nave 

left the King a bare Polleſſion, without any Titie at all, 
4..1 am acquainted with a Gentleman, who lor Iome 

Years has not gone ro Church, having taken 0:3ence at 

& hd 4 

il Man, 


w ik 


thoſe Practices I was now writing upon, 
you 
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you mult know, had an extraordinary Veneration far 
the protound Learning (ſo he thinks much reading and 
common-placing to be) of a certain Eminent Divine, 
who had a fat Biſhoprick beſtow'd on him by King W:- 
1am and Queen Mary. But he to requite their Kindneſs, 
when a Bill was brought betore the Lords, declaring the 
King and Queen's rightful and lawful Title to the Crown, 
not only oppoled and voted againſt it in the Houle ; bur 
when it had paſled, he entred his Proteſtation againſt it 
in the Journal. Nay (ſaid this Gentleman) if King 
JV ill:am be only King de fadto, then the Biſhop is de fa#o 
only. Truly Sir, you may bclieve me, that I was amaz'd 
at this Relation ; for (as I then ſaid) though moit Men 
look no further, than only to get Mony defafo, and do 
not with much ſtrictneſs inquire qzo jare; yet 'twas 
itrange that any Man ſhould proteſt thache had no right 
ro that Eſtate, which he openly continued in Poilefhon of. 
ButI was ſoon anſ{wer*'d by this his former Admirer,that if 
that Biſhop had ſtrengrhened his own Title to the Biſhop- 
rick irom King F. I might ccaſe my wonder. 

{ amindeed forry to hear Stories of this Nature, eſpe- 
cially when they aſſure me of che Truth of 'em, and 
when 1 fee the ill Conſequences of them. For though 
rothing be more certain than that the Baſeneſs and. 


» 
Fa 


Palſhood of Man can never diſprove the Truth of God ; 
vet when Men are highly Scandaliz'd, and greatly de- 
ceived by thoſe for whom they had Eiteem, and by whoſe 
Authority they in great meaſure governed themlelves, 
they will tretch their Concluſion beyond their Premilles, 
nd diſown Religion in their Principle, becaule 'tis dil- 
regarded by fome great Men in their Practice. 

But though to itrict Reaſons, {uch Argumeats tor De- 
i/zz appear ridiculous ; yet trom the Promotion of theſe 
ze fatto Men, 1 am told, hath ariſen great diſadvantage 
to the Kin7, and thoſe Subjects, whole Principles and 

7 Practices 
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Practices have been always faithful to bis Majeſtics In-7 
tereſt : Since hereby it is, that it hath always been in_ 
the power of the oper: and profeſſed Enemies of the King 
to oppreſs his moſt dutiful Subjects. For thele de faco- 
men, and the Facobites, were but lately the ſame fort of 
People, both of the ſame Principle and Temper. And 
though the Facobites do now rail at them, for-their baſe 
Complyances ( as they term it ) with the P. of O's Re- 
volution ; yet the de fados arc unwilling, tor old Ac- 
quaintance ſake, to paſs by thew Railing, and under- 
hand to ſhew 'em any kindnels : And this they lubmit to, 
as being Self-conſcious, that the Jacobzres have a Right 
to reproach them ; ſo that they are willing to appeaſe 
the anger of their old Friends by their belt Services. Now 
the Jacobites having always an innate Hatred to the 
Whigs, (as they now (tile all thoſe who think themſelves 
obliged to. own the King for their rightful Sovereign ) 
and being willing to keep up their old Maſter's Right to 
the Crown, (to which the Hh7gs are irreconcileable Enc- 
mies ) eafily prevail upon theſe de fa#os to opprels thoſe 
other ſort of Men, which is an Office they are as willing 
to undertake, as the Facovztes can be to put it upon em. 
Thus it cometh to pals, that according as an open pro- 
felled Enemy to the Government {hall dictate, a 
Church-man ſhall ſtrenuoully exert that Power the King 
has given him, to diſcourage and opprels his Dutiful 
and Loyal Subjeats, I will only ( aid a certain Perſon ) 
make a Suppolition, to ſhew you how this may be ; ſup- 
poſe the King ſhould beſtow a Biſhoprick upon a dz fatto 
DoRQor, and this Doctor {hould there find his old Ac- 
+ ne Ps Dr. H. and being a Stranger 1n his Dioceſe, 
10uld be willing to inſtruct himſelt in the Characters 
of Mea from the good D., wou!td it not tall our ſo,that the 
Clergy of that Dioceſe mult be uicd well or. ll, as the 
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07 open and notorious Enemy the Government {hath, 
Jiall actign ! And was it nor poſhible that the E. of 
NN. might oblige lus old Friends in «the fame manner ? 
i lus, though King James be at lait excluded, his Sub- 
jects reign In his ftead. And whether an Oath of Abju- 
vation laid 1 upon the Jacobites Proxy-men, will put an end 
ro £1415 Corruption, 'I'tme mult tell us. 

5- Bur to return to the Reaſons, ( or Prejudices I may 
rather call 'em) which occaſion Deiſm , It hath been 
obſerved to me, that where the Notion. of a Church hath 
be Cn carried on with the Iigheſt T:de, there even natu- 
ral Rehg1on is at the loweſt Ebb; as in Ttaly of old, and 
lately 12 France, where groſs Immoralities and Atheilin 
are at the oreateſt height. And though 1n our Retorma- 

tion we diſcarded ſome Idolatrous and Superſtitious Do- 
ctrinesand Practices, which were grown ſcandalousamong 
the People, yet itil] Chrizt was made to ſerve that urn, 
WildGch by Holy Vicar can no longer do, vzs. Support 
an Holy Order of Men 1n as haughty Inſolences, IN as 
proud, ambitious and malicious Deſigns, as thoſe which 
King Hen 7y (though a Son of the Church ) and his 
q mes could not bear. Now in anſiver to this, I bid 
thoie Derits only read the Bzole, and fee if the Spirit of 
::2t Book be not as good as their Thoughts can reach 
©: or let *'em read the Character of the Chriſtian Reli- 
2!0N, CIVEnN by SIT Maithew Hale 1n the firft of his Three 
y a concerning Religion, where he ſaith, 1: zeacheth 
v107's the Soul to 4 ich Reverence and V, ener ation of 
7} C 10d, a ſrncere Soty upright Walking, as in the 
Pro 7 ſence of the izviſible all-ſeeing God, It makes a Man 
; love 0 Honoar,. to Obey him, and therefore careful t0 
kt Eds this Will s : It venaers the Heart highly thajkfal 
{2 1 rin, | both as his Creatcr, Receemer and Benefattor : It 
a Mau entirely to depend upon, to ferk to him for Gut- 
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diiice ava DireTion, and Proteition, to (ubmit to his Will 
with all Patience, aud! Refiz zation of Soul : It gives the 
Law mot oaly to his Vords azzd Attions, but to mis wry 
Thoughts ad Parpeſes : It b:ingeth a Man to ſuch a Depor:- 
ent both of External and Internal Sobric:!y, as may l. de- 
cent in the Preſence of God and hy holy Angels: It cy»ſ9- 
eth and caits down all Priae and Hauzhtinefs, both 113 a May's 
Heart and Carriage, and gives him an humlle frame of Soul 
and Life, both in tne ſizht of God and Men : It regulates 
and governs the Paſſions of the Mind, and brings them into 
due moderation and frame : It gives a Man a right eſtimate 
of this preſent World ; and ſets the Heart and Hopes above 
#, {o that he never loves it more than it deſerves. It makes 
the Wealth and Glory of this World, high Places and great 
Preferments, but W4 a low and little value to him, ſo that he 
zs neither covetous nor ambitions, nor over-ſollicitons con- 
cerning the advantages of it : It brings a Man to that frame, 
that Righteouſneſs, Tuſtice, Honeſty ana Fidelity, is as 
"twere part of his Nature; he can ſooner dye than commit or 
Ferardr that which is unju#t, diſhone#t or unworthy a good 
Man : It makes him walue the love of God and Peace of Con- 


ſcience above all the Wealth and Honoars in the World, and 


be wery vigilant to keep it inviolably : Though he be under a 
due dppretenfo of the Love of Goo, yet it keeps him humble 
and watchful, and free from all Preſumption ; © (o that he 
dares not under 4 vain Confidence of the Indulzence of God, 
commit or purpoſe the leaſt injury to man : He performs all 
his Duties to God in Sincerity, Integrity and Conſtancy ; 
and while he lives on Earth, his Converſation, his Hopes, 
his Treaſure, and the Flower of his Expel#ation is in Hea- 
wen; and he entirely endeavours to walk ſuitably to ſuch 4 
Hope. In Sum, it reſtores the Image of God unto the Soul 
in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, 


C [ 
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i prevail d upon one of my Friends, a Dezft, to read 
thoſe three Letters, becauſe therein the Subſtance of rhe 
Chriltian Religion is diſtinguiſh'd trom the Circumſtan- 
tialsand Appendages ; tor want of which diſtinction be- 
ing well underſtood, Dei/m has arole, as that great Man 
ia the fore-cited Letter hath obſerved. When Mez (lays 
he} ſee ſo mich Religion placed by Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
in theſe things which every intelligent Man values bat as 
Forms, or Inventions, or Modes, or Artificcs, and yet as 
great weignt laid upon them, as great fervour and animoſity 
15d for or avainſt them, as almoſt for any Points of Chri- 
ftian Religion ; They are apt preſently to cenſure and throw 
off all Religion, and reckon all of the ſame mate. Thus that 
Upright Judge, whole three Letters my Friend having 
read, did well approve of 'em, acknowledging, that with 
great Exactnels he had diſtinguiihed between Religion 
and Prielt-craft ; And he added, It you will ſhew me, 
Sir, any Chriſtian Church where that diſtinction is ob- 
lerved, I will become a Member of it. I recommended 
the Church of Exglazd 3 he preſcatly told me that he had 
read the 39 Articles, and obſerycd that 3 of them were 
wholly delign*d to uphold the Power of the Clergy over 
the People, And then he bad me only compare the De- 
7z, which has been, and 1till 1s, carrying on under the 
\\ame of the Church of Ezgl/azd, with the gs of the 
Chriſtian Religion, as 'tis deſcribed by Sir Matthew Hale: 
and I ſhould fiad the one 1n all its parts a Contradiction 
to the other. *Tis plain ( /ai4 5e) the Clergy do not al- 
\ow of Sir Matthew's Notions, nor. will they ſuffer us to 
take any thing for Religion, that 15 diltinguiſhed from 
their particular Intereſt, To what end have ſo many 
Perſecutions and Penal Laws been let a foot by the Cler-. 
oy in Chrittendom? was it to bring Men to any one 
Poinr of that tull Delcription of Chriſtian Religion, 
which 


» 
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which you cited from Sir Matthew Hate © or only to bring 
them to that {hort Article of their Clergy Religion, 7z.e.to 
ſubmit to their Power ? Did not the Honourable Sir R. H. 
lately writc a Treatiile, wherein with great Learning and 
accurate Judgment he diltinguiſhed betwixt Religion and 
Prieſt-cratt ? and was he not treated for it with a true 
Prieſtly Infolence and Malice in the Pulpit at Mh:re-hal, 
by 4. one of their Majeſties Chaplains, and repreſented 
2s a Scorner and an Atheilt, becauſe he ſcorns to ſubout 
to any Religion but what 1s of Chriit's Inftiturien * Sup- 


pole a Man {hould govern himſelf by the Law of Chrzft, 


and go no further, 1s there any Chrittian Church which 
would own ſuch an one for a Member ? It you will be a 
Son of the Church of Exzglazd you muit hold Kings and 
Biſhops to be jure d7vizo, the Apoltolical Doctrine of Paſ- 


feve Obedience ; you mult not be inditterent to their Cere- 


monies, though declar'd but inditterent things ; and the 
Reaſon is, becauſe you muit have a profound Reſpect 
for the Power of the Bilhops, by which thele Ceremonies 
were ordain'd : And beſides this, you mult fhew a per- 
fect Abhorrence of all who do not {ubmit to the Spiricual 
Royalties of their Dioceſan Biſhops ; tor your Church- 
manihip will not appear by any Mark to well, as by the 
Hatred you bear to all Difſenters, 11 ConunCtion with 
a deep averliion to all the ancienc Rights and juſt Li- 
berties of your Native Couatry.. In fine, ( {aid be) when 
your Clergy Preach the -Law of Chzz/# without turngng 
it toeany By-end, or falſe intereit, you {hall meet me at 
Church. You know the Clergy love Precedency of tlic 
Laity ; Let them turn Chriſtians frit, arfd T can follow. 

6. I have known ſome, wi:o have alledged as a Rea- 


ſon why they have forſaken the Chriſtian Faith, the im-. 
poſſibility of Believing. Many Dottrines ( ſay thee) arc 


made neceilary io Salvation, which *tis impoſuble to be- 
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l:cve, becauſe they are in their natureAbſurdiries.I replied, 
That theſe things were My/erres,and fo above our Under- 
ſtanding. But he asked me to what end could an unintelli- 
rible Doarine be revealed * not to inſtruct, but to puzzle 
and amuſe, What can be the etteCt of an unintelligible My- 
/tery upon our Minds, but only Amuſement ? That which 
5 only above Reaſon mult be above a rational Belief,and 
mult I be Saved by an irrational Belief ? If a Propoſition 
hc inconliftent with it felt, I cannot but believe 1t to be 
jalle: *F'was once to ſerve a Turn againl(t the Papiſts 
your Church held all Doctrines necetlary to ſave Souls, 
were plainly revealed in Scripture ; How could you ſay 
plainly revealed unleſs you underſtood the Revelation ? 
Beſides, I cannot think that the belief of any unprofitable 
Doctrines, 2. e. ſuch as admit of no Ap»lication to Mo- 
ral Dutics, can bc a ſaving Faith ſo much as 1n part ; nor 
an I imagine that Faith tends to fave a Soul, becauſe 
what we believe is only Trze, (tor fo the belict of Ex- 
clids Elements might have a faving Ettedt upon Souls) but 
becauſe our Belicf is Good, it has a practical Effect, and 
rends to make us better Men. Beſ1des, you all agree the 
Belief of your Trinity is abſolutely necetſary to Salvati- 
on,and yet widely difter in what we mult believe concern- 
ing it ; whether three Minds or :Modes, or Properties, or 
[internal Relations, or Occonomies, or Maniteſtations, or 
external Denominations; or elſe no more than a Holy 
"I bsce, or Three Somewhats ; or otherwiſe only one of 
thule Three to be God in the highelt Senſe, and each of 
thc other two to be a God without Selt-ſub{iftence and 
Independence. Tam confident, it Iſhould be perſwaded 
that an Explanation of the Tr:#ity were neceſſary to 
{ve my Soul, and fee the Learned fo widely differing 
2nd wo diſputing what 1t 1s I mult believe concerning 
it, I ſhould certainly run mad through deſpair of find- 


ing 
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ing out tC -Truch : But Ince eſe Doctors CAnnor « Tree 
which Party of ?em {hall captivate my Blick in OÞbedl- 
ence £0 1s Faith, L will re{erVC ir to bc FNC Hand-maid 
of Truth 3 WReneVer ſhe appears INC (all command It. 


' 1 remember one Gentleman objedted £0 the Chrt- 
Qian Faith, tat it made Men inſolent, quarrellum and 
1]-natur'd. From WRENCC 1 concluded, (2s 1 told him) 
chat he had never read over tC Goſpels 5 truly le could 


1 


not {a that he had read em carefully Hut yet Eat T1! 
ay | Y9 Y 


rentions amons the Chriſtian Prieſt 200%: Church-Ft- 
ſtory 15 chiefly a Relation of Church-Men» W rangles,an 

D. Cave 1 2 late Book of his had Jenominared CVcry 
Century from (ome eminent. Quarrel which arole among = 


what all the holy Mallacrcs and Croiados which filled 
Europe with Blood, but the TOventions of Holy Church? 
And what 15 holy Inqui{ition, but a perpetual Gerics Of 
Murthers carry'd on 1 barbarous FOrMm> of LAW againtr 


tinguiſhed by their Chriltian Religion ! (ach is their Ma- 
lice that NO Man can cat Bread WREre they have £0 do, 
unlels he Cabmit his F 1ich to thetr guIdance, V itnels tne 


1 give bm leave, 
as 


Toon 
5 Lewis XIV. of Fraxce, and James. II. of England ao 
\itncls. Ler rhicle inhumanitics be conlidered, as [Up- 


ported : * carr ay On by t nc name of Catholick Churcil, 


Tore ( ul the Deviis believe) you may as decently lay 
Chur ch of Hell as Church of Roe. 

And as Devetion, continu'd our Dez#, to holy Church 
i5 the center upon which all things turn on the other lide 
the Water, ſo 1s It the ſame thing here. * Do not our 
Pricithood of Ez2/and make as high Pretences to dipole 
of all Offices and Truſts in the Kingdom, to thoſe of their 
own Faction, as thoſe of Rome * Have they not long 
{INCC | got their Bill of Excluſion to be paſſed into a Law, 

WIR creby no Maa can enjoy a Place of Profit or Trult in the 

tate, but whom they qualify at their Altars ? where Men 
were Ccapacitated to be Bumbails, keep Gaming-houles 
and Ic! \!c. What was it but the Inſolence of the Pricſt- 
hood tiat brought about Father agg: and Father Pe- 
:er's Revolutions ? Belides (laid he) do you not obicrve 
wiarakeen Edge Clirittian Faith puts upon the u-nature 
ot Divines, w hen they are diſputing about matters ot R c- 
1gHon ? "þ iS Common tor Plulolophers, Lawyers, Phyti- 
Clans, Cc. to diller about matters which concern tlicir 
= rofcihions, and v, rite one againit anorher : But you W UW 
0d {OINC Temper and Decorum obſerved in their V/ ci- 
£119S, But ane tie Controv eriy be about any Branc!: of 

wriftia n Faith; and then ſee the Odzum Theologor wn, 
the Malice : of Divines in the late Writings 07 two of 


VOUr - Wt! 1 Doctors againit each other ; at leait tlzis 
{hews We 110143 Faith doth not improve the temper 


ef ſrnk 1 Men who are of mcan Birth, and narrow Edu- 
Cation. And I cannot but obſcrye, that Your Erie: at « 
Malice is under a worſe Management than th Popilt ; 
they only thirit for the Blooc ol Proreſtants, Dui You « IY- 
LO! ſucking one anothers Bioot! ; as when for wats ern ICC 
of 
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of King Charles the Il. (who was Head of your Clurclh) 
and his Fopiſh Brother, the Blood of the belt Pruteltants 
in Exzland, (and ſome ot them of your ewn Church ) 
was to be ſpilt, the Court Blood-luckers, v/z. Attorney 
general, and Judges, beſides Juries and Evidence, were 
all oft *em choſen Men out of your own Church ; and the 
Poſſe of the Clergy was raiſed to hold their Heads to the 
Block, by Preaching the Doctrine of Paſ/zve Obeatence. 

But in requital, it muſt be conteſled, rhat your Clergy 
require the King to do their Perſecuting Journey-work 
with the ſame Infolence as the Popiſh 1'ricfthood uſe ; 
For mult not the Sovereign Monarch of Exg/and, Scot- 
land, Fraxce and Irelazd, by his Authority Royal, exc- 
cute the Decrees and Anathema's of the Arch-deacons 
and Biſhops Chancellors, by Impriſoning his loyal and 
uſeful Subjects, for not conforming to their Ceremomes ? 
It a King will ſubmur to this Drudgery, he ſhall have the 
vox Ceri of his fide, - and be as great as Noile and tulſom 
Flattery can make him; but in the mean time is really 
King but of one Motety of his People, whillt the danger 
which the other half apprehend from the Secular Arm 
directed by Spiritual Power of Necefhty, weaneth their 
Hearts from the Government. Thus Char/es the I. who 


for two Years after his Return, reigned in the Hearts of 


all his People, was by the Act of Unittormity reduced to 
be King of the Church-party ; and at laft, whilſt the Po- 
piſh and Proteſtant Prieſthood zealouſly contended whole 
Property he ſhould be, (like the Truth among Coftro- 
verſial Divines ) he was lo{t in the Scuffie. 

He inſtanced 1n likewiſe the late King Tames, who 
(faid he) had it in his power to be univerſally beloved 
and obey'd, beyond any King of Ezg/ard this Age has 


produced. - His Right to the Crown was owned by all ;- 
his Wiltulnels had pafſed upen rhe Church of Frz/and 
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Party for Magnantmous Retolution, which truck ſuch 
nn Ave upon them, thar tucy were coming iO a 1em- 
per, and would have conienied ro a Toleration of Fro- 
tltant Dillenters, and Roman Cartiioiicks too, provided 
tlic Maintenance night be continued to them. Thus 
the Heart of all Ezg/ad had been ior upon the King ; but 
the Popiſh Pricithoud would be content with nochung lefs 
than dclvering tle whoie Nation to Satag, and their 
King mutt execute the dreadiu! 4natnenia, though 'twas 
mantci{t that he mult thereby }jellca lnnfelt to the tize of 
one of the 7 Kings of Kemt ; ior he could be Sovereign of 
no more than the Two hundredth part ot the People. For 
King Charles 1n numbering the People, had tound that 
the Proportion between Papi#t and Proteſtant was as 1 to 
200 : whereas had his own Prieſthood been ſo fayour- 
able ro him, as to have excuſed him from executing that 
Satanical Power, which by a Right purely Divine was 
veitcd in Sacred Majeſty, his Reign might have been 
happy, and his Memory precious. What an unhappy 
Effect had the Spirit of Father Lauda upon King Chartes 
the Firit ? And what hath brought Lews the XIV. to 
the preſent Diminution of his Glory, but that haughty 
Inſolence and unnatural Cruelty in Perſecuting his own 
Subjects, which Father /4 Chaiſe has inſpired him with ?- 
What Figure will this Grand Monarch make in Story ? 
His Name wil! pollute the Annals of this Age, and his. 
cowardly Conqueſts be the Scorn of Poſterity. Now 
from all that he had ſaid, he concluded, that for Luck- 
ſake, as well as to preſerve his good Nature, he would 
be cautious of being (at leaſt ) a zealous Chriſtian. 

8. *T was not long ſince I met one of my old Acquain- 
tance, who told me that he had lately caſt off theſe Pre- 
judices he had conceived againſt the Chriſtian Faith, by 
the Aſſiſtance of a Book called, The Five Letters of In- 

ſpiration 
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\ ; 
ſpiration. By the laſt of thoſe Letters he was conyincea 
of the reality of reveaPd Religion, from the 1ntrinfick va- 
luc and Excellency thereot ; and he was fully confirmed 
in his Judgment by a late Book called, 7he Reaſonavleze}þ 
of Chriſtianity, as delivered in the Scripture. Upon this, 
he had read over the Old-Teftament once, and the New fc- 
veral times, with great attention of Mind, Indeed he 
always thought the Moral part of the Bzb/e. very good ; 
but then he alſo thought, that by the ſtrength of his own 
Reaſon, he could have written as gcod a Moral himſelf. 
But by the laſt of theſe Books he was convinced, that he 


was indebted to Revelation more than he thought of, and. 


conſidering how long the Ceremonial Law had obtain'd 
among the Jews, and what a protound reipect they paid 
to the Scribes, Phariſces, and Spiritual Guides and Rulers ; 
he plainly ſaw that there was need cnough of Miracle to 


bear down their Prejudices, to make *em leave their Ce- 


remonies, and liſten to that excellent Moral which Chriſt 
ave'em; nay, he was convinced that no Miracles were 
rods enough ro prevail over the Prieſt, or a Prieſt-ridden 
People, to become Froſelytes to the Doctrine of univerſal 
Love and Charity ; for (ſaid he) 1t a Teacher ſhould 
now be {cnt from Heaven with this Meſlage, that all the 
Proteſtant Parties in Exme{and ſhould be reconciled and 
live well with one another, making nothing neceſſary to 
their religious Comimunion, but what Chriſt had appoin- 
ted, and ſuch Circumſtances as Time and Place, and what 
in the nature of the thing was needful,and if this Teacher's 
Miſſion were confirm'd by Miracle, it would have ( as 
he thought) no berrer effect upon our ſeveral Sects of 
Clergy, and thoſe who are bigotred ro their Parties, than 
it had upon the Phariſees and cheir Diſciples of old, _ 
Having heard him tpeak fo ſharply 2g2inft the Clers; 
after his old way, I could not but tell him that I percer- 
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ved he was but almoſt a Chriſtian; for he who loveth the 
Inititution of Chriſt, cannot bur reſpect thole who are the 
Miniiters thereot ; at leaſt, I hoped that he would pay a 
reſpect to cheClergy of theChurch of Exgland, which was 
the beſt Reformed Church in the World ; and therefore I 
expected that he was already a Member of our Church : 
He reply'd,that he ſhould always be ready to pay his reſpect 
ro every good Man of what Order or Degree ſoever ; he 
ſhould always be willing to hear a good Minitter Preach 
the Gofpel of Jeſus Chrilt to him, and exhort him to the 
fincere Fractice of it. That he was ready to contribute 


his ſhare to the Maintenance of ſuch Minifters, and to. 


join with that Church-oi-Exgl/and Congregation near to 
which he liv'd, in publick Worſhip; but yer he could not 
condemn the Wor {hip of other Congregations, nor Cx- 
( lude humfcit from joyning with them as occaſion {hould 
terys hum. So that as tO "Church-memberſhip he could 

be a Member of any Church, which would own him up. 

on the terms of Faith and Practice, contained in the Bogk 
hs mcntioned, concerning the Reaſonableneſs of the Chri- 


[tian Religion, &c. Bur {till he congeer'd , that Churech- 


Communion in holy Offices was deſigned only to raiſe his 


Devor 101 towards God, not towards the Clergy, which. 


wat de him admire the unparai card Impudence of the Rg- 
an Prieithood, who meaſure the Religion of all Chrifti- 

ws »y their Devotion to the See of Rowe, 1. Ce. indeed to: 
the nlelves; and he doubted whether any Church 
were lumciently. Reformed from Popery, which made 
any Do. triacs 0 Faith neceſlary to Salvation that were not 
{cUlgre fo. in the Golpels, and where the Clergy woulcþ 


a1 ways dilting Tuiſh berween Church and State, and give 


this br ecedency to themlclves. But yet he wou 11d 1012 with 


.ay Czurch, as iar as it projmofed the Honour, of Gad, and. 
Parate From It, wherein on pretence of Religion, he ſaw, A 


wb Jatalt wt ; 
it if a1imcd 7% 2 Br -end of 1t5 OWN. Here 
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Here I urged him again to joyn to our Church, which 
had no other deſign but God's Glory.” 'To this he ſaid, that 
he ſhould be glad that the Church of Enxg!avd would own 
him, though he could not be of their Parcy : He would 
willingly paſs as a Church-man for kiz Credir-iake ; for 


| (laid he) though a Man doth ever fo firmly beheve jc- 


ſus Chriſt to be the Mefſhah whom God had ofold promi- 
fed, and in due time ſent to give us a perfect Rule of 
Life, in order to make vs truly ' religious here, 'and ever 
happy hercafter ; and. though a Maa ſhould ſhew torth 
his Faith by an agreeable courſe of Lite, in doing Juſtice, 
loving Mercy, and an humble walking with God ; yet it 
he were not owned as a Member of ſome Church, he 
would by all Churches be accounted, 1t not an Atheilt,yet 
a Sceptic, a Man of no ſettled Principle, but own who 
has his Religion to chooie. For 1t you look over the 
State of Religion as it ſtandeth in Chriſtendom, there 1s 
no Church whatſoever which will accept you as a Mem- 
ber of its Communion, but upon {ome particular terms 
of Belicf, or Practice, which Chrift never appointed, and 
it may be ſuch as an honeſt and a wile Chriſtian cannot 
conſent to. I am not more able to- give up my Reaſon to 
the Church of Exglazd, than to giveup my; Senles to the 
Church of Rome; it looks like: a Trick in al Churches to. 
take away the ule of Mens:Reaſon, that they may render 
ns Vaſlals and Slaves to all their Dictates and Commands. 
But waat greater {lavery than to force on Men a Belief 
of {uch things as neceflary to-Salvation, of which *tis not 
poſhible to form any Idea? 'Fhough I am ſatisfied there 
15 no ſuch thing as.a change of Bread into the Fleſh of 
Chriſt, yet I can form an Idea, thatſuch a thing may be, 
that the ſame Power which changed Earth into a Man, 
may change Bread into-Fleſh : Bur I can frame to my elf 
no Idea of what your Church Teacheth in the Sacra- 
D 2 meny 
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ment, that the Body and Blood of Chriſt are ver//y and 
indeed taken and received of the faithful : And when I ask 
how can this be underitood by a Proteltant, who believ- 
eth that there 1s no otier Body bur_that of Bread? I am 
told that the Church mcanerh it in a Spiritual Senſe. Now 
I havetry'd, and find it impoſſible for me to form to my 
ſelf an Idea of a Body verily and indecd in a Spiritual 
Senſe. 

And therefore T muſt ſay 'tis an unwiſe and a hard 
Thing for any Church to impoſe abſurd or unintelligible 
Notions (eſpecially ſuch Speculations, which tend to 
make no body the better) as neceſlary to Salvation ; for 
Wiſe Men, and ſuch who will take Courage to examine 
what they Believe, will not ſubmit to ſuch an Uſurpati- 
on ; and weak Men are kept all their Life long in Fears 
and Doubts of their Eternal State, as being always un- 
certain whether they firmly believe ſuch Doctrines, or no. 

Beſides this (ſaid he) your Church will require me to 
believe other Abfſurdities as bad as theſe, as that Kings 
and Biſhops have a Divine Right to that Power, which 
they exerciſe over us, whereas with my own Eyes I ſaw 
our Great and Gracious King accept the Crown of Erg- 
{axd, as the Gift of the People. And I ſee as plainly, thar 
Biſhops are an Order of Men of their own ſnot of Chriſt's) 
making. 1 was told that our Biſhops Order was founded 
in that of the 12 Apoſtles, and the Presbyters Order in 
the 70 Diſciples : Upon this I reſolved to ſee if the 
i2 and the 70 were difterent Orders, or no, and read 
over the xoth Chap. of Matthew, the 3d and 6th of Mart, 
and the gth of Lake, in which places the Power-which 
Chriſt gave to the 12 is ſet forth; which amounteth to. 
this, viz. a Charge to Preach the Goſpel, a Power to 
work MVeracles in caſting: out Devils, healing the-Sick, 
&c; And-I allo read 1n the 1oth Chapter of Zyke, thar 

the 
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the 70 were ſent forth for the ſame Reaſon, ard with the 


ſame expreſs Power as were the 12, viz. To preach the 


Goſpel, heal the Sick, and caft our Devils, ver. 2. 9. 17. 
And he telleth the 7o at the 16th Verſe, That he who 
heareth them, heareth him; and he who deſpiſeth them, deſþt- 
ſeth him, as he had ſaid to the 12, in Matthew 10. 40. 
Indeed they were only added to the number of the 12, 
Becauſe ( as *tis ſaid there) the Harvett was great, and the 
Labourers few, i. e, becauſe Multitudes followed Chriſt, 
and were diſpoſed to become Chriſtians, therefore he en- 
creaſed the number of his Apoſtles, or Teaching Dtlci- 
ples. ' I can find no Footſteps of any Juriſdiction given 
to the 12.0ver the 70, or indeed over any body elſe; and 
in the 18th Chapter of Matthew, where Chriſt ſpeaketh of 
binding and looſing, 'tis manifeſt from the frit Verle, 
that his diſcourſe was made to his Diſcipies. So 1n the 
20th of John, the Holy-Ghoſt and Power of remitting 
and retaining Sins, was given to the Diſciples which mer 
together after Chriſt's death, wer/. 19. in which mect- 
ing, there might be ſome of the 70 as well as ſome of the 


2 : *Tis certain the 70 received the Holy-Ghoſt, and 1t 
Baptiſm be a Key of Admiſſion into the Church, they 


had it : If binding or looſing be declaring wherein we 
re bound in duty, and wherein we may uſe our liberty ; 
if remitting and retaining Sins be declaring what Iniquity 
God will forgive, and what he will not; the 70 ſhared 


this Power: with the 12. As for delivering up to Satan, 


and inflicting Diſeaſes ; ſince *twas a miraculous Power, 
which we read not that Chriſt appropriated to the 12, 


we have no reaſon to think *twas detained from the 70. 


If then Chriſt appointed but one Order, vzz. that of 


Teachers, the Order of Rulers dignified themalelves above,.. 
and diſtinguiſhed themtetves. trom their Brethren, yet z 


am willing ro fubmit to thoſe Powers, which the Laws of 


England 
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Enoland have given to the Byhops, taouga what they 
claim by Divine "Fs he, I elteem as an Ulurpation. 
Morcover (lay: $ be) althouzh I am become a Chriſtian, 
{ lave nut ceated to be an Enezlif, -247, and tor that Ca 
{on caunot be m party with the Biſhops, wito by thew 
alle: -PFCTOS FAELVC Doctriaes, and orher ſhameful Athſtan- 
ccs, lo lately betray” d the Charters and Liberties, Rights 
231 Privileges of their Country, were ſetting up 2a abloluee 
;rcelittible Power in K. Charles IL. which being denwſed 
to k. James, Endangered not only the Liberty and Pro- 


perty, bur Body and Soul of the Nation, 'Nor caa I fo 


001 lorget how their loyg debates,about admitting the P. 
ot C7422, our Gocd and Great King, to the Sovereignty , 
was the occalion or ſnilling ſo much Proteltant Blood 
in rela S.; nor the late Protceltation of ſome of the 
cliet of their Varty againſt his Majeſttes Right to the 
Crow: 3 Nor how carctul tl cy have been ſince, that (as 
itnow tails out) he ſhould have no pretence to any right- 
ful Title, 1 any Clergy-man was {o honeſt as to Preach 
up his Right, as juſtly grounded on the Conlent of the 
People, (as Mr. 5 Johnſon tor inſtance) he muſt lie under 
Pain ot the Ch 1 8 S higheſt d! VIRUAGY e, though otherwiſe 
ever {i on thodox and Contormable ; ſo that f{ince the be- 
Lwved je of Conquelt 1 1s burnt by the Parliament, and 
te Matrimonial Title is (to the great griet of all o good 
| 45 aead and bur: ied with the Queen : ; 1t remaineth ac- 


ording to Holy Churc?, that he hath no Titlear all, but 
weep bare Poſlcfion ; and this they mean when they call 
11411 ae 7 0, 
Par it I cannot find that they will allow Inm to be King 
Ol Thc Cierg - fo much as _ fatto. Alas | his Livings, 


Wirzreby alone he 15 capable to oblige them to call ro 
cir now for gotten Loyalty, winch of late years 


mey preached up, as tizlumm of the Law and the Pro- 


phets ; 
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phets ; Alas! theſe good Things are taken out of his 
hands by the Conquering I ſhops, that tne Clergy may 
have a ſeparate Interelt trom the State on this tide the 
Water, and be led to pay an intire Allegiance to the holy 
Order. When #2, VIE. cameto know that his Biſhops 
{wore Allegiance ro the Pope, he began to think of ſome 
ways and means low to nake himſelt King of is Clergy, 


which he ſaw couid not be done but by caſting out the 
Pope's Power; and hence {prung that King' 5 Reformati- 
on of his Politicks, rather than Religion. And if our 
good King were [e nfible of the Reaſons wity an Engliſh 
Papacy i is ſettled | 1 2 : Commutree of Six, viz. tO br the 

Obedience of the Ci: "gy ON themſelves excluſively, (tor 
no Man can ſerve two Aafters) I doubt not but he would 
think fit to demand what is ſo much wanted, vis. the Al. 

tez1ance of the Clergy to their King; if he diffolves this 
Committee he may as:z and have, tor where their 'T rea- 
ſure 1s, there their Rcarts will be alio. ' For theſe Reafons 
(faid he) TI ſhall be cautious how T enter intoChurch-mem- 
berſhip, ſince I plainly fee that every Party of Chriſtians 
embodied, organized, clergy*d and modelled into a Nati 
onal Chur ch, caſteth an awe upon the Sovereign Power, 

and ſufcreth it nor to provide cqually for the Common 


Good of the Subject, but will appropriate the /a/zs pablica, 


and influence the Government to ferve 1ts Own particular, 


I'S own private Ends. 
Thus z 1 Ir, [I have gtven you an account ot thoſe Prejudt- 
ccs, whiclr have: brought forth De i/m., But yet thele very 
Prejudices Without a {trono affiltance of Patton, could ne- 
ver have Wroug tit upon Vic wt to-catt of Revelation; tor 
you ſee the fame Prejudices- remain- ut tie DezZs turn d 


Clriſtian, V 'hoſcever theretore, upon the lorcemention- 


t, 
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'&n. Tam far from begrudging the Biſhops and Clergy 
that ſmall Maintenance, wluch by Law 1s ſettled upon 
them ; and, I hope, they have no other aim 1a diſcharg- 
ing their Offices, but to ſave our Suuls, by imprinting on 
our Hearts the Reaſon, the Excelicncy and Advantages of 
the Law of Chriſt. 1 hope allo, that rhey comport them- 
ielves to the Common Intereit of their Native Country, 
and of the LIroteſtant Religion throughout the World. 
Truly I could wiſh that Notional Divinity were laid aſide 
tor Practical, and that unintelligible Myſteries were not 
infiited on, as matters of necellary Beliet, He, who lately 
wrotc his T houghts of the Caules and Occaſions of Athe= 
iſm,might have contider'd, that he, who cloggeth the No- 
tion of God with Ablurdities, mil-Icadeth Men beyond 
Deiſm. 1 pray God give me his Grace,by whici I may fins 
cerely conform my felt to the Law ot Chriſt, and I will 
never concern my felt with the Speculative Drs. 1n Divi- 
nity. And I heartily join with our Church in that Petiti- 
on, Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all Biſhops and Curates, 
that they may both by their Life and Dottrine, ſet forth th 

true and lively Word, and rightly ana duly Adminiſter 74 
boly Sacraments. By this they would bring Souls to Hea- 
ven, gain the Love of all good People, ſecure their own 
Temporal Intereſts, ſtop the Mouths of their Adverſaries, 
and compel the Dez#s to become Chriſtians, 


1 am, Sir, | 
Your Aﬀetionate, &C. 
" of fy By 2 
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If your Curioſity ſhould lead you to be an Ear-witnefs of ſuch 
Diſcourſes I have here Written to you, when I come to Town, 
which will be as ſoon as the Parliament Sits, I will endeavour to 
give you that Satisjaction. 
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